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#mathscpdchat 26 April 2022 

 

How well prepared for this year’s maths A level exams are your students, compared with those 

in previous years? 

Hosted by Rob Southern 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat in 

Twitter 

 

 

 

The only link shared during this discussion was:  

 

Goal Free Problems which is a website that has been set up to allow teachers to access and share 

goal-free problems, created by Peter Mattock and other teachers. Each ‘goal-free problem’ consists of 

some information which may include an image or diagram. Students can be challenged to deduce 

new/more ‘information’ from that which is given. They may also make up or ask their own 

questions/problems that can be answered/solved using the information. It was shared by Gemma 

Scott  

 

A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows.  

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
http://goalfreeproblems.blogspot.com/?m=1
https://twitter.com/MrMattock
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths
https://twitter.com/DirectorMaths
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Some discussion was generated by a response from Kerry Dunton to Rob’s introductory tweet, 

even before there was time for him to post his first question … 
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… and then the next morning this tweet was added! 

 

 

Rob’s first main question … 
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… generated more tweets (ten conversations and two single replies) than any of his other three 

main questions. This was one of the conversations … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this was another: 
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(Link provided above.) 

The following conversation included a reference to difficulties encountered when trying 

effectively to teach A level mechanics remotely: 

 

 

 

 

This conversation raised the question ‘What is a ‘normal’ year?’: 
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Consequences of students ‘never having sat exams’ were mentioned in this conversation: 
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In this conversation students’ recollection of content addressed during remote teaching was 

discussed: 

 

 

 

 

Mock exams were mentioned in this: 
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This conversation revealed a fact about teaching-time: 

 

 

 

Mock exams were also discussed in this conversation: 
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These comments (even though they addressed Rob’s first question) were contributed very 

near to the end of the whole chat: 

 

 

 

This comment was contributed after the chat had ended … 

 

… and this was the other ‘single’ reply to Q1: 

 

 

 

The (linked-to-Twitter) screenshots below show the four conversations and three ‘single’ 

replies that were generated by Rob’s second question, which focused on the main topic of the 
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chat. Some teachers were not more concerned than ‘usual’ about how well-prepared most 

students are for A level exams this term. But others discussed their concerns, what may be the 

causes of inadequate preparation by some students, and what they might do now to help them. 

Click on any of the screenshots-of-a-tweet to go to that actual tweet on Twitter. 

All the following conversations and replies were in response to the following question from the host 

Rob Southern. (Whenever, during a conversation, more than one sub-conversation was generated by 

a tweet (reply) during the conversation that tweet is repeated.) 

 

This conversation was between Luke Modiri, Rob Southern and Jess O: 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/modirimaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/jengi88
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519032266504216577
https://twitter.com/modirimaths/status/1519033858531938305
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519034438981758976
https://twitter.com/modirimaths/status/1519036203663773699
https://twitter.com/modirimaths/status/1519037145113149441
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And this interchange was between Simon Ball and Rob Southern … 

 

 

https://twitter.com/ballyzero
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519037636907778048
https://twitter.com/modirimaths/status/1519033858531938305
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519039616422191105
https://twitter.com/modirimaths/status/1519041251152216065
https://twitter.com/jengi88/status/1519081675854131200
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1519036256985956354
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519036760923250689
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… and this was between Ian Noakes and Rob Southern: 

 

 

This longer conversation was between Elysian Maths and Rob Southern: 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/maths_noakes
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths
https://twitter.com/ballyzero/status/1519037550907768832
https://twitter.com/maths_noakes/status/1519035852759912452
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519036439454961667
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths/status/1519034070633787395
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519034529880715268
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths/status/1519035470889500674
https://twitter.com/mrsouthernmaths/status/1519035939137507329
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These ‘single’ replies to Rob’s second question were from Matt Man,  Nick Ed and Elysian Maths: 

 

 

 

 

(to read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

 

 

Rob’s third question … 

 

… generated five conversations. Most responses were ‘mixed’. For example … 

 

https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths
https://twitter.com/NickEd82
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths/status/1519036054535393281
https://twitter.com/mr_man_maths/status/1519073892832366600
https://twitter.com/NickEd82/status/1519036706388951040
https://twitter.com/ElysianMaths/status/1519036636272672769
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… and: 

 

 

Thoughts about innovative strategies were shared: 
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What topics are not being taught? 

 

 

Some teachers are sticking to ‘normal preparation’: 

 

 

 

Rob’s last question … 
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… prompted various suggestions, such as this … 

 

 

 

 

 

… this … 
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… this … 

 

 

… and this: 

 


