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#mathscpdchat 18 January 2022 

 

Where do students record their mathematics, and how neat is it expected to be? 

Hosted by Charlotte Hawthorne 

 

This is a summary of the discussion – to see all the tweets, follow the hashtag #mathscpdchat 

in Twitter 

 

 

 

The only link shared during this discussion was:  

 

Children's Mathematical Writing which is an article from NRICH by Bernard Bagnall. The author 

explains, with illustrated examples, how teachers can support pupils’ learning by allowing them to 

record their mathematical ideas as they wish. It was shared by Mary Pardoe 

 
A full illustrated summary of the discussions in this #mathsCPDchat follows. 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://nrich.maths.org/6296
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
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At the start of the chat the host tweeted this poll: 

 

 

The host’s first question … 

 

… prompted some discussion about ways of interpreting ‘presentation’ … 
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… during which people shared various views about its importance. This tweet clearly 

expresses a common view … 

 

… which was modified by other comments … 

 

 

 

 

… and modified further: 
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Some discussion developed from a comment about how too much emphasis on 

‘neatness’ can hamper learning: 
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Some teachers were thinking about students’ exam ‘performances’ … 

 

 

… which prompted some more general questions, ideas and discussion: 
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Replies to Charlotte’s second question … 

 

… revealed that pupils’ writing/drawing/recording is done in a variety of ‘books’. Key 

Stage 3/4/5 students mainly use A4 books (which are orange-coloured in many schools) 

with 5 mm squares, although some schools provide A5 books for KS3 students. Primary 

pupils mainly do written maths on 7 mm squares, and at least one secondary school 

provides A4 and A5 books with 7 mm squares, and another provides A4 books with plain 

paper. Some teachers provide hole-punched books: 

 

There was a discussion between a primary and a secondary teacher about sizes of 

squares … 
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… and some discussion between secondary teachers about lined paper: 

 

 

 

 

 

Graphic organisers were mentioned … 
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ncetm.org.uk | 9 

 

 

 

… and whiteboard workbooks: 
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The following tweet from rohlfo generated a discussion about ‘notes’, ‘copying’ … and 

about students ‘generating their own notes’: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/heavymetalmaths
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ncetm.org.uk | 12 
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When replying to Charlotte’s third question … 

 

… people agreed that diagrams should be in pencil. 

The idea of students ‘signposting’ their solutions prompted some discussion … 
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… and there was a reminder that some pupils need more support than others: 

 

 

 

 

 

The screenshots below show conversations generated by, and some single replies to, 

Charlotte’s Question 4. Teachers discussed what can and cannot be deduced from ‘scrutinising’ 

pupils’ written products. As usual, some tweets generated more than one thread (conversation). 

Wherever that happened, in this summary the screenshot of the generating tweet is repeated at 

the start of each new conversation generated by it. Click on any of the following screenshots-

of-a-tweet to go to that actual tweet on Twitter. 

The following conversations and replies were all generated by this fourth question from Charlotte 

Hawthorne 

https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
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… which generated this conversation between Karen Hancock, Charlotte Hawthorne and Jenny 

Hill-Parker … 

 

 

 

 

 

… and this conversation from Charlotte Hawthorne, Educator Supe and Miguel Pimentel: 

 

https://twitter.com/karenshancock
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/ShakinthatChalk
https://twitter.com/mrpimentelmaths
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483518535829798921
https://twitter.com/karenshancock/status/1483519717533011976
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483521473377677318
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1483522963437768713
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483524881782382605
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1483525207855972356
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483521473377677318
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and this discussion between Charlotte Hawthorne, Amie, Mr B Maths, MrHawesMaths and Alex 

J-W: 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/alcmaths
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher
https://twitter.com/ShakinthatChalk/status/1483522752824885256
https://twitter.com/mrpimentelmaths/status/1483525435732414469
https://twitter.com/ShakinthatChalk/status/1483526659949142018
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483523937371832341
https://twitter.com/ShakinthatChalk/status/1483524373101359107
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483518535829798921
https://twitter.com/alcmaths/status/1483519850609876994
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3/status/1483522765453996032
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Charlotte’s Question 4 also generated this interchange between MrHawesMaths and Charlotte 

Hawthorne: 

 

 

 

 

A reply from Mr B Maths to Question 4 prompted Charlotte Hawthorne to ask a question …  

 

https://twitter.com/HawesMaths
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1483523224168284166
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher/status/1483700057702551559
https://twitter.com/alcmaths/status/1483715571032203264
https://twitter.com/alcmaths/status/1483715726959599618
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1483520359806738440
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483521972419501568
https://twitter.com/HawesMaths/status/1483522830729981976
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483518535829798921
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… that generated several conversations and comments, including this between Alice Ward-Gow 

and Catherine Edwards: 

 

 

 

 

 

and this between Alice Ward-Gow and Mr B Maths: 

https://twitter.com/mcwardgow
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3/status/1483522302918774788
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483523709260509184
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483524612080160771
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483525047830646785
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1483526740681150467
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483527498180792322
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1483528316044951559
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The question about mistakes from Mr B Maths prompted more questions and comments, 

including these from Jenny Hill-Parker and Anthony Shaw: 

 

 

 

Discussion generated by Charlotte’s question … 

 

… continued with discussion between Anthony Shaw, Charlotte Hawthorne and Mary Pardoe: 

https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483524612080160771
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3/status/1483525323409051650
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483526210349158415
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3/status/1483525323409051650
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1483526336874520584
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths/status/1483525238793121798
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483523709260509184
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… and single replies to this question …  

 

from Karen Hancock, Me Teach Maths and Mr B Maths: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/karenshancock
https://twitter.com/meteachmaths
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths/status/1483524484137164800
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483525704620851200
https://twitter.com/PardoeMary/status/1483526631297896452
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483523709260509184
https://twitter.com/karenshancock/status/1483524806532284423
https://twitter.com/meteachmaths/status/148352044005257220
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and this tweet from Charlotte Hawthorne … 

 

… generated comments from Karen Hancock, Matt Roberts and Anthony Shaw: 

 

 

 

Other replies to Question 4 … 

 

… were from Jenny Hill-Parker, Alice Ward-Gow, Miss Franklin, Catherine Edwards and Alex J-

W: 

 

 

https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7
https://twitter.com/karenshancock
https://twitter.com/Mroberts90Matt
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow
https://twitter.com/missfc_maths
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher
https://twitter.com/MrBMaths3/status/1483524458245677065
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483525704620851200
https://twitter.com/karenshancock/status/1483526154497802244
https://twitter.com/Mroberts90Matt/status/1483527364319621129
https://twitter.com/ShawMaths/status/1483526307224989712
https://twitter.com/mrshawthorne7/status/1483518535829798921
https://twitter.com/JennyHillParker/status/1483521257677148160
https://twitter.com/mcwardgow/status/1483520034089615364
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(to read the discussion sequence generated by any tweet look at the ‘replies’ to that tweet) 

https://twitter.com/missfc_maths/status/1483520243632853004
https://twitter.com/Edwards08C/status/1483520571224825865
https://twitter.com/Trudgeteacher/status/1483700932357599235

